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SOUTH DAKOTA ADMINISTRATOR ACCEPTS UM PROVOST POSITION 
MISSOULA—
Royce Engstrom will soon begin his duties as The University of Montana’s new provost 
and vice president for academic affairs.
Engstrom currently is the provost and vice president for academic affairs at the 
University of South Dakota in Vermillion and teaches in the USD Department of Chemistry.
As UM provost and vice president for academic affairs, he will serve as the second 
highest-ranking executive officer on the Missoula campus and will work closely with President 
George Dennison to provide direction and leadership for the University.
Engstrom has held positions at USD as vice president for research and dean of graduate 
education and was a Regents Fellow on the South Dakota Board of Regents during 2003-04.
Since 1989, he has been a professor in the USD Department of Chemistry. He began 
teaching in the university’s chemistry department as an assistant professor in 1979 and served 
as department chair from 1984 to 1995.
Engstrom earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha and a doctorate in analytical chemistry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. In 
2005 he completed Harvard University’s course in institutional executive management.
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“Royce brings to his new position the background, experience and expertise of a 
seasoned professional and an engaging academic,” Dennison said. “I have great confidence 
that he will help immensely to sustain the momentum of The University of Montana.”
Dennison currently is serving as UM’s interim provost. He said Engstom will assume 
the permanent position on or before Aug. 1.
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